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News !om the largest 
concentration 
of public 
Montessori 
in the U.S.

JUAN JOSÉ RODRIGUEZ FERNÓS

Editor’s note: Puerto Rico has a 

thriving public Montessori system 

overseen by a government depart-

ment, the Secretariat of Montessori 

Education. We asked the Secretariat 

for an update, and they provided 

this article, translated into English 

by NCMPS MTR Early Childhood 

Coordinator Karen Simon.

Public Montessori education in Puerto 

Rico has gained ground as an innova-

tive and effective alternative within the 

island’s educational system. Every day 

there are more families searching for 

this education in the public schools of 

our country. The guarantee of being 

active participants in decision-making 

on school matters, through shared gov-

ernance, where families, school admin-

istration and teachers are immersed in 

a triad, together with the philosophi-

cal, methodological and curricula de-

veloped by María Montessori, make 

this education a priority when selecting 

a school for their children. 

It is important to note that Mon-

tessori education has been made 

accessible in Puerto Rico to the entire 

community since the 1990s, when it 

was !rst o"ered as a free and non-sec-

tarian option within the public edu-

cation system. It is an education for 

peace that shapes human beings for 

the world through student-centered, 

holistic development of children and 

adolescents in an environment speci!-

cally prepared for this purpose.

Instead of following a rigid, uniform 

curriculum for all students, children 

and adolescents are free to explore 

topics, following their unique interests 

and abilities. $is promotes a sense of 

autonomy and self-esteem in students, 

since they are responsible for their own 

learning, guided by an adult certi!ed in 

Montessori education, who accompa-

nies them in their process. $e phys-

ical spaces, called environments, are 

designed to be environments prepared 

according to the student’s stage of de-

velopment, which invites independence 

and self-direction. $ese environments 

include indoor and outdoor spaces 

in contact with nature. $is physical 

structure of the environment helps 

cultivate concentration and discipline, 

fundamental skills for the academic 

and personal success of children and 

adolescents.

Another distinctive aspect of public 

Montessori education in Puerto Rico, 

which makes it an attractive o"ering, 

is its focus on the holistic development 

of students. $rough practical and 

sensory activities, the development 

of cognitive, social, emotional and 

physical skills is promoted. Students 

learn to collaborate with peers, resolve 

con%icts constructively, and develop 

a sense of empathy and respect for 

others.

In the context of Puerto Rico, 

the implementation of Montessori 

education in the public system o"ers 

a unique opportunity to address the 

educational challenges facing the 

island. $e %exibility and adaptability 

of Montessori education can bene!t 

a wide range of students, including 

those with special needs and those 

who are socioeconomically disadvan-

taged. In addition, Montessori educa-

tion promotes an interdisciplinary ap-
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Despite the challenges that may ap-

pear in the path of transforming school 

culture, the potential for change of 

public Montessori education in Puer-

to Rico is undeniable. By o"ering an 

educational alternative focused on the 

child, on autonomy and comprehensive 

development, without a doubt, can con-

tribute to the creation of a Puerto Rican 

society that is more equitable, inclusive 

and prepared to face the challenges of 

our daily lives.

Juan José Rodriguez Fernós is the 

Director Educación Secundaria 

Montessori at the Secretaría Auxiliar 

de Educación Montessori in Puerto 

Rico

On the other hand, growth has not 

been exclusive to the secondary level. 

$e o"ering of public Montessori 

schools has also shown an increase in 

early childhood. Within this stage of 

development, we noticed an increase 

in environments within the same 

schools that were already implement-

ing Montessori education. We can 

highlight that for the beginning of the 

2023-2024 school year, in the public 

education system of Puerto Rico there 

are 12 infants environments, 25 tod-

dler environments and 109 children’s 

house environments in operation.

For the elementary level, which 

is re%ected in the second develop-

ment plane, we have 98 Elementary I 

environments and 72 Elementary II 

environments. In the coming years, a 

growth of these levels is foreseen, in 

order to continue Montessori educa-

tion that just began in the previous 

stage of early childhood and satisfy 

the needs of families. We can high-

light that, compared to previous years, 

we have had a sustained increase 

in enrollment at these levels, which 

represents a growth in prepared 

environments within Montessori 

public schools.

$e successful implementation of 

Montessori education in the pub-

lic system of Puerto Rico requires a 

signi!cant commitment on the part of 

families, educators, school adminis-

trators and the entire school commu-

nity, who together are responsible for 

making decisions. Public Montessori 

education in Puerto Rico represents 

an exciting opportunity to transform 

the educational system and pro-

vide students with an enriching and 

meaningful learning experience. By 

adopting the principles of autonomy, 

individualization and holistic devel-

opment, this educational modality 

has the potential to prepare students 

to be active and engaged citizens in 

an increasingly complex and diverse 

society. 

proach to learning where concepts and 

skills from various areas of knowledge 

are integrated. $is not only enriches 

students’ educational experience, but 

also prepares them to face real-world 

challenges, where the ability to think 

critically and creatively is essential.

Within the public Department of 

Education of Puerto Rico, we have 

an Assistant Secretary of Montessori 

Education that enjoys curricular 

autonomy of school organization, to 

guarantee the reliable implementation 

of Montessori education. $is secre-

tariat was created by law in December 

2018 and operates, without interme-

diaries, in the O&ce of the Secretary 

of Education. Since then, !ve years 

later, public Montessori education has 

grown exponentially.

Currently, of 856 public schools in 

Puerto Rico, 60 of them o"er vari-

ous levels of Montessori education. 

$is represents 7% of the territory’s 

schools. It should be noted that, while 

some schools are closing, due to lack 

of enrollment or budgetary reasons, 

the Montessori community has res-

cued schools and has reopened several 

of them, at the request of surround-

ing families, and they have adopted 

this educational methodology and 

philosophy.

Another relevant fact is the growth 

of public Montessori education at the 

secondary level, belonging to the third 

plane of development according to 

María Montessori. When the school 

communities !nished the elementary 

level, Elementary II, some of them did 

not !nd continuity in the educational 

philosophy that they had selected. 

$erefore, a growing movement has 

emerged from elementary schools to 

secondary schools with the implemen-

tation of the Montessori curriculum, 

philosophy and methodology. Cur-

rently, 23 schools show growth toward 

Montessori secondary education, and 

are represented in a total of 89 pre-

pared environments.
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